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You or I might not have thought so much in the
same situation. But that would be because you
and I are not like Sreenivasaiya.
In the woman's mind, I said, were expectation
and disappointment. Why they were there will
appear later.
When they had journeyed for some time in
this way Mayilur arrived. Sreenivasaiya got
down thinking that he would hand over his own
things to his servant and then go to the woman's
compartment to help. If some person had come
for her he could leave her in his charge and go his
way ; otherwise he might have to put her into a
conveyance and possibly take her home. Sreeni-
vasaiya's servant had not come and there was a
huge crowd and it took Sreenivasaiya quite a few
minutes to get free of the porters and cartmen
who thronged around him. When finally he was
free and had given charge of his things to a man
and walked to the next compartment, the woman
was not there.
For the moment Sreenivasaiya said to himself
that this was just as well. But the next moment
he felt anxious for the woman. She had looked
helpless in the starting station; what should be
her condition in a place like this ? But however
keenly he looked round he could not sight her.